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IMPORTANT MILESTONE IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER 


Cancer patients in Wales will benefit from new developments with the launch of the Wales Cancer Bank, which will revolutionise the opportunities for cancer research in Wales.


Minister for Health and Social Services, Jane Hutt, officially launched the Wales Cancer Bank today at the Coal Exchange in Cardiff Bay.


Patients with possible or confirmed cancer, plus some other patients, will be asked to take part in the Wales Cancer Bank project.  Their permission will be sought to keep a portion of their tissue, and also a blood sample, for future scientific studies.  These studies will help to establish the causes of cancer, help identify new areas for treatment and to select the best treatments for individual patients. This may take years to achieve but is a major investment for future generations.

The Minister praised the work of the Cancer Bank and said, "This pioneering development will bring many benefits to Wales.

"The knowledge gleaned from research carried out by specialists working with the Cancer Bank will make a major contribution to the health of people in Wales, and indeed the wider world.

"The aim is to achieve a greater understanding of cancer and to be able to provide better treatments for patients with cancer..

"This initiative clearly demonstrates our commitment to developing a scientific evidence base to form the basis of our fight against cancer.

Professor Malcolm Mason, Director of the Wales Cancer Bank said, ‘As a doctor treating cancer patients, I am only too aware of the limitations of our current treatments.  We desperately need a new assault on this disease and I believe that the Wales Cancer Bank will provide just that’.

Professor the Baroness Ilora Finlay of Llandaff supports the initiative and said, ‘The challenge is that cancer is so complicated and studies need to be done on hundreds, or even thousands, of samples to give meaningful results.  That is why it is important that the Wales Cancer Bank is a huge scale project.  Indeed, it will be a unique resource in the UK and will work closely with similar initiatives in Europe’.

Patient group representatives from around Wales have been fully involved in the setting up of the Wales Cancer Bank and Mr Neil Formstone said, ‘As far as patients are concerned, this is one of the most important projects to fight cancer in Wales in the last decade’.

The Wales Cancer Bank was established in April 2003 and is funded by the Welsh Assembly Government.
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Profiles

Professor Malcolm Mason MD, FRCP, FRCR

Malcolm Mason was appointed Professor of Clinical Oncology at the University of Wales College of Medicine in January 1997.  His main specialist interests lie in the treatment of urological cancers and also laboratory interests in cancer immunotherapy and prostate cancer. He has been UK co-ordinator of several Medical Research Council (MRC) cancer trials in prostate cancer and testis cancer.  He is also Co-ordinating Editor of the Urological Cancers Sub-group (Prostate Diseases Group) for the Cochrane Cancer Network.  He is a member of the Cancer Services Co-ordinating Group, and has been the Chairman of the Cancer Standards Group (formerly the Minimum Standards Group) since its inception.  He is the Director of the Wales Cancer Bank.

Professor the Baroness Ilora Finlay of Llandaff

Ilora Finlay, Professor of Palliative Medicine, was educated at Wimbledon High School before studying at St Mary's Hospital Medical School and London University.  She is a former Welsh Woman of the Year and was one of the 15 "People's Peers" that were appointed in 2001. She is a Consultant in Palliative Care Services at Velindre NHS Trust and has been Vice Dean to the University of Wales College of Medicine, School of Medicine since 2000. Professor Finlay's work at Holme Towers Marie Curie Cancer Care, which she established, has made her a world authority on the care of terminally ill cancer patients.

Mr Neil Formstone

Chair of the Patient Liaison and Ethics committee, Wales Cancer Bank, Neil was first diagnosed with cancer in Autumn 1994.  He is a former non executive member (1990/94) of the Family Health Services Authority (FHSA) and Conwy Community Health Countcil (CHC) member 1995-1999.  He joined the patients group in June 1999 at the North Wales Cancer Treatment Centre, 9 months prior to it opening and has been Chairman since the group was formally established in October 1999.  Neil was invited to join the Cancer Services Co-ordinating Group (CSCG) in 2002 and is a current patient member.  He’s also been heavily involved across Wales in a number of areas of cancer treatment etc.  He has recently been appointed to the Royal College of Radiologists as a patient member and is also working on a number of projects for Macmillan in their patient forum/s.

Wales Cancer Bank

The proposal to set up the Wales Cancer Bank (WCB) was submitted by Professors Malcolm Mason, Julian Sampson and David Wynford-Thomas from the University of Wales College of Medicine (UWCM) to Ann Lloyd (Director, NHS Wales) in June 2002. Funding was secured from the Welsh Assembly Government NHS funds for cancer and commenced on 1 April 2003. This new venture marks the recognition of the Health Minister and the Welsh Assembly Government of the importance of translational cancer research in Wales.


The WCB is a collaborative project involving Higher Education establishments (University of Wales, Bangor, University of Wales College of Medicine and University of Wales, Swansea), various NHS Trusts in Wales and the Wales Assembly Government Office of Research and Development. It will be the first population based collection of tumour and control tissue samples in the UK and will be closely allied with similar initiatives in England and Europe.  The WCB’s ultimate aim is to collect samples of tumour and normal tissue from all patients in Wales who are undergoing an operation to remove tissue where cancer is a possible diagnosis. These samples will be banked to build up a research resource that will be used in the future by research groups.

The project received ethical approval from the All Wales Multicentre Research Ethics Committee in January 2004 and is currently undergoing review by the 4 NHS Trusts that will pilot the project; The University Hospital of Wales in Cardiff, Singleton Hospital in Swansea, Withybush Hospital in Haverfordwest and Ysbyty Gwynedd in Bangor.  The website (www.walescancerbank.com) will carry updates on the progress of the project. 

