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Outline of Talk

CR-UK Strategy and support for tissue resources

Where we are with Access

onCore UK

Back to the Future



Cancer Research UK’s 2020 goals

· People will know how to reduce their risk of cancer
· The number of smokers will fall dramatically
· People under 75 will be less likely to get cancer
· Cancer will be diagnosed earlier
· We will understand how cancer starts and develops
· There will be better treatments with fewer side effects
· More people will survive cancer
· We will especially tackle cancer in low income communities
· People with cancer will get the information they need
· We will continue to fight cancer beyond 2020



Focusing our research - where do we fit?



Focusing our research 

We want to do more in:
· Early detection
· Imaging
· Biomarker development
· Model systems
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BIOMARKER 
TYPE

RISK / 
PREDIS -
POSITION

SCREENING DIAGNOSTIC PROGNOSTIC PREDICTIVE
PHARMAC-
OLOGICAL

SURROGATE 
RESPONSE

CLINICAL 
ENDPOINT

PREVENTION DIAGNOSIS TREATMENT

NORMAL 
BIOLOGY

PATHOLOGY RESPONSE

PATIENT  JOURNEY

Figure 1 Biomarker types as defined within this revi ew, mapped onto the patient journey.

Cancer will be diagnosed earlier

People <75 less likely to get cancer

Better treatments with less side effects

More people will survive cancer



Focusing our research 

There are areas where there is a need for more research:
· Radiotherapy
· Surgery
· Oesophageal cancer
· Pancreatic cancer
· Lung cancer



CR-UK Strategies for funding and supporting 
biobanking activities 

Infrastructural
- Experimental Cancer Medicine Centre (ECMC Network)
- CR-UK Centres

Response mode funding
- CTAAC (Clinical Trials and Advisory and Awards Committee)
- BIDD (Biomarkers, Imaging Discovery and Development)

onCore UK
- Tissues Portal
- CCB 
- NCRI Access Policy



From Bench to Bedside

Bench Phase I Phase II Phase III Phase IV

Discovery 
Committee

Biomarkers, Imaging 
Discovery and 
Development

Clinical Trials Advisory 
& Awards Committee

New Agents 
Committee

Feasibility Study 
Scheme

Our aim: to develop research for patient benefit



The publication of the Cancer Research UK Research St rategy in 
November 2008 resulted in a number of changes to Fund ing 
Committee remits. The changes were approved by the S cientific 
Executive Board (SEB) in January 2009 and include the  following:

Clinical Trials Advisory and Awards Committee (CTAA C):
• Prospective sample collections of bloods and blocks associated with a clinical trial
• Retrospective sample collection with analysis plans will continue to be funded by 
BIDD.

Translational Research in Clinical Trials Committee  (TRICC):
• Renamed the Biomarkers and Imaging Discovery and Development Committee 
(BIDD). 
•Funding for biomarker and imaging research projects will be consolidated under the 
Committee. 
•BIDD will support research in all types of biomarkers 
•The expanded remit will include biomarker assay development, as well as biomarker 
discovery and qualification projects.



CR-UK Principles

• Requirement for a pathologist to be part of the co-
investigators on the BIDD application
• Sample collection/storage supported by SOP’s
• Access policy/committee MUST be in place
• Collections must be placed on the CR-UK Tissues Directory

“Access to human tissue samples should never be a r ate 
limiting step in biomedical research” - Professor Christopher 
Womack –Professor of Histopathology University of Manchester/Principle 
Clinical Histopathologist AZ



BIDD Sample Collection Portfolio

Sample Collection Only Grants
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Legislation, regulation and governance in the 
research sector

• Impact of legislation and Human 
Tissue Authority regulation on 
research
• Summary of Compliance 2008/9 
(www.hta.gov.uk/publications/evalua
tions.cfm)

- Very little change since 1st

April 2008
- Establishments proactively 

consolidating storage and 
governance



Access Policies

……. As many policies as banks!
www.walescancerbank.com
www.mcrc.machester.ac.uk
www.tissuebank.dundee.ac.uk
www.tissue-bank.org.uk



Access examples
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Human Tissue Act 
(2004)

The last ten years have seen significant changes in the 
environment for sharing data and samples

1999 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 20091998

Data Protection Act 
(1998)

Health & Social Care 
Act (2008)

‘Personal data for 
public good’

Fort Lauderdale 
Agreement

NHS Act 2006

2001

NCRI data sharing 
policy

– ‘Access Timeline’ 1998-2009 –

‘Data sharing 
review’

CCB Guiding 
Principles

Marble Arch Working 
Group

Health & Social Care 
Act (2001)

NIH statement on 
sharing research data

‘Access to collections 
of data and materials 
for health research’
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Our work aims to reduce duplication of effort and incre ase 
sharing through the provision of a practical instrumen t

Current situation:

• Variety of regulation and 
guidance

• Confusion 

• Duplication of effort and 
variation in policies

• Difficult to combine resources 
from different sources

• More confusion

• More duplication of effort

Our aims:

• A practical instrument for 
developing an access policy, 
including example language and 
options for tailoring, in 2 parts: 

1. A template list of terms

2. A template data and 
materials transfer agreement 

• Greater consistency
• More effective sharing/pooling of 
resources
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Key Content of the Template

• Part I. Template list of access policy terms

• Part II. Developing a data or materials 
transfer agreement

• Published as a web based template -
www.ncri.org.uk

18
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onCore UK  

• To improve access by researchers to the human biosamples
they require

- Developing a portal cancer biobanks to enhance access for 
researchers

- Provision of the Secretariat function for the CCB
• To facilitate an environment in which the various 
stakeholders can work together to support cancer biobanking

- Leading on the delivery of key actions and recommendations 
arising from the NCRI Pathology Task Force

Please visit the onCore UK stand!



Questions? Back to the Future – where are we now?

• Are the needs of Translational Research being met?
• Are there areas of research that have been compromised?
• What are the trends in demand for tissue ? (types and 
quality)
• What has been the impact of ‘omics’ technologies on the 
storage and use of tissues?
• How can access to tissue resources be improved?
• How can the needs of the collector be balanced by the 
needs of the research community?




